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It is no exaggeration to speak about a German
tradition of Camellias, because more than
100,000 plants were already being cultivated
in about 1850 (Seidel). Even today a plant over
200 years old still presents its splendour of
blooms in Dresden — Pillnitz every spring.
Tosurvive the German winter the plant however
needs the heated glasshouse which surrounds
it in the coldest season.

Nearly every botanical garden is able to
exhibit special specimens of Camellias which
are more or less splendid. These however exist
only as under-glass plants. Between Christmas
and March it is possible to see Camellias at
special German flower markets. Very famous
flower shops make it possible for a private
person to buy this attractive and exotic plant.

Unfortunately, the delight in such an exotic
plant is not long lived because they don’t sell
enough knowledge together with the beautiful
plant, and automatically it will fail miserably
in homes which are much too warm. However,
I still believe in the future of Camellias in
Germany!

My personal enthusiasm for this plant
encourages me to collect and to analyse all the
information I can get. Wherever one can expect
some knowledge of Camellias, contacts will be
made. A German professional association, the
ACERCA (Azaleas Ericas Camellias) deals with
the breeding Camellias in a small measure;
grows about 90,000 plants every year, {almost
all Camellia jap., ‘Elegans’) and even exports
and imports them at the same time. By the
way, it is curious to note that Karl Glaser, near
Frankfurt, grows about 40,000 Camellias and
exports them to Italy, Switzerland and France,
which are countries, which logically should be
better able to grow Camellias. Up to now in
Germany, Camellias are almost exclusively sold
at the pot-flower markets.

Recently special tree nurseries have become

interested in Camellias and are offering them -

within their sale collection. The reason could
be the international trend of the market, there-
fore a bigger collection is necessary. Never-
theless, it could also be the result of different

publications about Camellias by the German

dendrologist Kriissman, although the botanical
aspect is well to the fore in his publications.

Hellmut Vogel, a known expert on Camellias,
thinks that there are favourable future prospects
for Camellias in Germany, especially by
expansion of the collection. Although there is
a large interest in Camellias, there are only a
few  exhibitions showing Camellias
(Palmengarten Frankfurt or Bremen for
example). In this way a demand for Camellias
is created but it can’t be satisfied enough. All
the German fanciers of Camellias still have to
travel far if they want to see these beautiful
plants outdoors. The south of England and
Cornwall, the south-west of France, Italy or
Portugal are paradises of Camellias for the
German. But nevertheless a German alternative
is perhaps growing up quietly and slowly. At
my home in the north of Germany, not far
away from the mouth of the Elbe, for example,
for many years special Camellias have resisted
the German winter, in not very sheltered
positions outdoors. Not infrequently the temp-
erature reaches —20°C. There are setbacks,
of course, sometimes even total losses. Some-
times only the flowerbuds die, sometimes the
whole shoots of the year or even the whole
plant. No one winter is like any other. In
Germany there are tracts with a climate suitable
for viticulture, but my advantage is to live near
the sea and this maintains my courage in planting
Camellias in the outdoors. The youngest plants
which have a place in the garden are three
years old at least. In the meantime the oldest
one has come up to 1.50 metres; its an ‘Alba
Simplex’. Several Camellia japonica have turned
out to be very resistant against the winter.
Unfortunately there is only a short summer in
Germany and the setting of flowerbuds doesn’t
prove very satisfactory. It looks better with
the hybrids. ‘Anticipation’, ‘Donation’, ‘Freestyle’
and ‘Freedom Bell’ have eminent flowerbuds.
What does it matter if many flowers are damaged
by the belated frosts of spring — There is
almost no spring when the bloom of the
Rhododendron Praecox, which is very liked
and common in Germany, isn’t killed by frost,
but nevertheless it’s in the garden. After that
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how incomparably more beautiful are
‘Anticipation’ or ‘Freestyle’ with excellent
blooms as if there had never been any winter!

Editor’s Note:
The British members of the Society were happy
to we_lcome Mr Peter Fischer to the U.K.

Conference in Cornwall, England this year
and wish him all success in growing camellias
in difficult conditions. An example of what
can be done in spite of cold and snow is shown
by a picture of a camellia in snow, supplied by
Mr W. Fritschi of Zurich. *see colour section.

Nomenclature report

Rapport concernant la nomenclature

Informe sobre la nomenclatura

Rapporto sulla nomenclatura

THOMAS ). SAVIGE

International Registrar

As the first phase of the compiling of the
International Camellia Nomenclature List is
now completed, this report covers the situation
at the moment. , _

A preliminary list based on inserting new
and various early names not previously available
into the Philbrick List had been completed by
last March. However, due to a considerable
influx of oriental names from China and Japan
it was decided to rewrite the complete list to
make it more comprehensible for typing into a
*word processor”. Therefore the complete list
was re-checked in the light of further information
‘and re-written. This task has now been completed
and comprises. 1780 foolscap pages covering
22,960 entries and includes the 1983 registrations.

Three sets have been photo-copied and these
are being sent: .

1 set to the Bailey Hortorium, Cornell

University, to be put on disc in a word pro-

cessor,

1 set to Goro limure of Japan to check the

method -of romanization of the Japanese

‘cultivars.

1 set to Mr Charles Puddle who has agreed

to check the European cultivars against his

extensive records.

It is envisaged that this last copy will be
available to the Registration Committee of the
I.C.S. in the United Kingdom while waiting for
“print outs” from the Bailey Hortorium. The
Bailey copy will be sent airmail, but the others
by seamail due to cost.

Considerable correspondence with Dr
Antonio Sevesi, Mr John Tooby, Mr Yoshiaki
Andoh and Mr Robert Gimson in particular,
have been of considerable assistance and these
gentlemen have my heartfelt thanks. .

The Japanese nomenclature problem is not
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yet completely resolved and it is dbubtful if
complete agreement with all the Camellia
Societies in Japan will be;possible. In the

~meantime, an attempt at stabilizing the trans-

literation is being made by applying the methods
outlined in the paper “Japanese Camellia
Cultivar Names”.

In the International Camellla Nomenclature
List in the many cases of doubtful identity and
synonymity, decisions were made based on the
available evidence. It is hoped that this will
stimulate those who may disagree or have further
evidence to enter into correspondence which
may help, eventually, to clarify some of the
doubtful areas. _

Following the visit to Dr Ralph Philbrick at .
Santa Barbara, correspondence with Professor
Bates confirmed the offer of the research
material. Professor Bates made one proviso
that, when the I.C.S. had completed its nomen-
clature research a suitable permanent home
should be found.for the material, where it
would be available for future researchers. This
offer was made as it was felt that the Bailey
Hortorium would not want to be put to the
expense of its return to the U.S.A. and it was a
terminating project.

In the meantime, Dr Ralph Philbrick sent
the first consignment of data by parcel post as
a test run. This parcel of approximately 15kg.
left Santa Barbara about 20th July. It finally
arrived at Albury on the 21st October, taking
three months by surface mail, I wrote to Dr Phil-
brick advising him of it’s arrival, but on 29th
October received a telegram enquiring on its
whereabouts. The telegram was 8 days in trans-
mission. So much for modern communication
and transport. The mailing cost of this parcel
was $85.00 and it was estimated that altogether



the parcel post would be about $700.00. The
Santa Barbara Botanic Gardens wishes to be
refunded the postal costs.

Regarding an eventual repository for the
nomenclature records, the “Eryldene Trust”
has been approached on the possibility of its
inclusion in the Research Library envisaged to
be established at “Eryldene” (the old home of
Professor Waterhouse). This is being set up
round the material from the libraries and records
of the late Professor Waterhouse and Walter
Hazlewood, two of the founders of the I.C.S.
and the A.C.R.S.

If the Directors of the 1.C.S. are agreeable,
this suggestion will become a concrete proposal.

In the meantime it is proposed to complete
a bibliography of all publications and references
consulted in the formation of the International
Camellia Nomenclature List. These are
estimated to be over 3000 and would make a
small book on their own.

Finally, a cultivar registration system is being
organised by the 1.C.S. and hopefully will shortly
be available for the registration of camellia
names in areas without national registration
authorities.
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