





SOME FACTS ABOUT THE EARLY
'IMPORTATIONS OF CAMELLIAS TO
EUROPE

Address given by D. Juan Armada Diez de Rivera
at the Camellia Exhibition in Vigo, Spain, on
22 March 1981.

Today it is an honour for me to address you as

-a member of the [.C.S. and a great responsibility
to have to do so, because of the deep-felt memory
. with which I must begin. For years those who had
discovered the bond which unites lovers of
.camellias all over the world have looked forward
to this day. With high hopes the Marques de
Figueroa worked to make possible this gteat day
when we could all meet at this ceremony, and,
like' Moses, God did not allow him to see his
. dream realised.” This, therefore, is a great
responsibility for the group of us, whom he chose
to collaborate with him in the organisation of this
international meeting at a memorable lunch last
“autumn.
It 'has given us great pleasure to receive so
many acceptances from all over the world that
. nearly 150 people have come, attracted by the
fame of this flower which has been adopted by
the people of Galicia for generations. The work
of the last 20 years has only revived that done in
past centuries by -our ancestors who discovered
the beauty of the camellia, and to their great
credit planted the specimens which they never

dreamt would live and grow so much. The people

of Galicia are proud to be able to show specimens

‘of camellias to our good friends from countries,
which are more powerful economically but where
camellias do not grow so well, and they have
come here to see for themselves how long-
standing is our feeling for this plant, which was
brought to our land no one knows by whom or at
what date. ‘

(I must thank Mr Robert Gimson for the
detalls which follow.)

Research into the history of the 1ntr0duct10n of
camellias  into Europe continues and new in-
formation is constantly appearing.

The species .originated in a comparatively
small area of Asia, about 90 species in eastern
and 'southern China, 2 in the Japanese islands
- and 3 others in India, Burma, Indonesia and the
Philippine Islands. Three species are of great
economic importance there. In Japan oil is
extracted from the seeds of Camellia japonica for
domestic use, and the seeds of C. oleifera are
used for the same purpose in China. The leaves
of C. sinensis’ are used all over the world for
making tea, and this was one-of the reasons for
the introduction of the camellia into Europe.

Which European countries were the first to
import camellias? It is not known for certain..
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® Quelques fait a propos des importations précoces de
" Camélias vers I'Europe
® Alcuni fatti sulle prime importazioni di camelie in Europa

Obviously their importation was linked to the
establishment of commercial shipping lines. The
Portuguese were the first to establish trading
ports in the Far East, one at Macao in 1557, and
another in 1570 at Nagasaki in Japan from which
they were expelled in 1639. The Spaniards:
concentrated on the’ Philippines but their

missionaries were also in Japan, though only fora -

few years.

At the beginning of the 17th century the Dutch
East India Company arrived in Japan and made a.
treaty with the Japanese Government whereby
they were allowed to trade from an island in
Nagasaki Bay. They kept the monopoly of trade
with Europe until 1853. The British East India
Company established trading ports on the
Chinese  coast soon after the Portuguese and
gradually most of the trade between China and -
Europe was carried in British ships.

The botanist Linnaeus wrote “Surely if your
countrymen. . .are not able to bring the Tea tree .
alive to Europe, it will never be done.”” One must
remember the difficulties of the return voyage;
owing to the monsoon winds, the ships could sail
from China only in the last months of the year,
and the voyage took between 5% and 7 months.
The earliest descriptions of camellias by
Europeans were mostly made by doctors, as at
that time, the 17th and 18th centuries, the
curative properties of plants were especially
studjed. The Dutchman, Andrew Cleyer in 1689,
the Briton, James Cunningham in 1700, and the
German, Engelbert Kaempfer in 1712, described
camellias. Karl Thunberg, who was Professor of
Medicine at Upsala, visited Japan in 1775 and
published the first description of Camellia
sasanqua in 1784, ‘

As I have already said, it is not known how or
when the first camellias came to Europe. In 1689
Joseph de Tournefort visited Lisbon and
described “an African cherry laurel with solitary
fruits and a thick shining serrated leaf’.
‘“*African” probably meant ‘‘foreign” and coming
via Africa, the normal route from the Far East.
A]though the description fits the camellia, there
is no proof that it was one because there is no
mention of a flower.

There is a well-known painting made in 1739-
of a bird placed on a branch of Camellia
which belonged- to Lord Petre in
England. Lord Petre died in 1742, and his
gardener, James Gordon, started a nursery. He
had a plant of Camellia japonica which he used
for propagating purposes. During the remainder
of the 18th century various attempts were made
to grow the tea plant in Europe, but apparently



none survived the hot-house treatment they
received. ,

At the end of the 18th ‘century the hazards of
the long sea journey were overcome, and the first
plants of C. japonica to survive were kept in
greenhouses and not in hot-houses. The first
recorded arrival was in 1792, when ‘Alba Plena’
and ‘Variegata’ were brought from China for one
of the directors of the British East India
Company. Several more double cultivars of
C. japonica arrived in the subsequent 20 years,
and in 1820 Captain Richard Rawes brought a
C. reticulata from China for his brother-in-law,
Thomas Palmer.

The "Japanese did not allow the export of

. documents or plants, and the first documented

sending of plants from there was that made at the

end of 1829 by Dr Philipp von Siebold, when he
was expelled from Japan as a spy.

There are documents to show that the first
cultivars of C. japonica were sent to France and
Belgium in 1808 and to Portugal between 1808
and 1810; A. Odriozola gives the dates 1845 and
1848 as the first mention of camellia plants in
Galicia in the writings of Miguel Colmeiro. By
1885 in a catalogue of plants offered by the
nursery of José Maria Serra at Sarria, Barcelona,
there are almost 240 varieties available, which
shows how widespread the cultivation of these
plants in Spain was at that time. This does not
mean that the oldest camellias in Spain are 135
years old, but that we have not yet found any
‘earlier documents which prove that they are older
than that.

Since 1820 other species have been mtroduced
and many interspecific crosses made, and
literally thousands of new cultivars of C. japonica
have been named. In the last two or three years
the first plants of C. chrysantha, the first yellow
camellia, have been grown outside China. By
hybridising we may look forward to new shades
and to scented camellias. Today we have the
honour of the company of one of the privileged
growers of ‘this yellow camellia, Mr Savige from
Australia, the President of the International
Camellia Society. It is thanks to his enthusiasm
and the work ‘of the comimittee which will meet
under his chairmanship in Santiago this
afternoon, that it has been pessible to celebrate
this occasion with. so much pleasure and pride.

And on behalf of the International Camellia
Society we must congratulate the three. cities
(Pontevedra, Vigo and Villagarcia) which have
- organised these exhibitions for the past 17 years,
and also the provincial government of Pontevedra
for their outstanding publications on the work
and researches which have been undertaken in
Spam on this plant.

ALGUNOS HECHOS SOBRE LAS
PRIMERAS IMPORTACIONES DE
CAMELIAS A EUROPA

Conferencia por D. Juan Armada Diez de Rivera
en el Concurso Internaclonal de la Camelta el 22
de marzo de 1981.

Es un gran honor para . mi en este dia, el
dirigirme a todos Vds. en representacion de la
Sociedad Internacional de la Camelia, y una gran
responsabilidad el tener que hacerlo, por el
profundo recuerdo con el que tengo que °
empezar. Este dfa ha sido anhelado durante
afios, por aquellas personas, que en su amor a la
‘Camelia’ descubrieron el lazo que nos unia con
paises alrededor del mundo.

Con coanta ilusién y durante afios, el Marqués
de Figueroa — Delegado para Espaiia de la
Sociedad — fue abriendo el camino, para llegar a
este gran dia en el que podemos reunirnos en este
acto, y que como a Moisés, Dios le privd de
alcanzar la meta.

Por ello, es la gran responsabilidad del grupo
de personas, que nos design6, en un memorable
almuerzo del otofio pasado, para que colabor- :
aramos con &l en 'la organizacion de esta Reunion'
Internacional.

Con cudnta alegria hemos ido recibiendo
cartas de adhesion de todos los paises hasta .
alcanzar esta cifra de cerca de 150 personas que
vienen atraidas de la fama internacional de esta

flor que ya es gallega por generaciones.

El reciente trabajo de estos ultimos afios, noha -
venido mas que a reverdecer lo que hace siglos
iniciaron nuestros natepasados, " que descub-
rieron la belleza de la camelia, y con cuanta fé

. plantaron los e]emplares que nunca sofiaron’

hasta cuanto iban a vivir'y crecer. .
Nos congratulamos los gallegos de poder
mostrar a nuestros querldos amigos, e]emplares‘
de camelia, que paises, epoderosos econdmi-
camente, no pueden disfrutar y tienen que venir

~de ellos'a comprobar la antlguedad de nuestro

amor a esta planta que fué traida a esta tierra no
se sabe alin ni por quien ni cuando.

“He de agradecer a Mr Robert Gimson los datos

para estas notas.

La introduccién de la Camelia en Europa
continila siendo investigada y constantemente
van apareciendo aportaciones nuevas.

La camelia es originaria de Asia, en unas zonas
pequefias y definidas. Unas 90 especies lo son del
Este y Sur de China, dos de las Islas del Japor y
otras 3 'de la India, Birmania e IndoneSIa y las
Islas Filipinas.

Hay tres especies que tienen un interés
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econdmico en sus zonas de origen. En Japon se
. extrae el aceite de las semillas de Camelia
Japénica para usos domésticos, y en la China eso

se hace con las semillas de Camelia- oleifera. Las

hojas de Camelia sinensis son consumidas en

todo el mundo para elaborar el té, y esto fué entre

otras una de las causas de la introduccion de la
.Camelia en Europa.:

Que paises europeos importaron primera-
mente las Camelias? No se conoce con seguridad.
Evidentemente la importacién vienen ligada al
establecimiento de -lineas comerciales de trans-
porte maritimo.

Los portugueses fueron los primeros en estab-
lecer puertos comerciales en las ‘‘Indias
Orientales”. En Macao en 1557 y en Nagasaki en
Japén en 1570 de donde fueron desaIOJados en
1639. o ‘

Los espafioles se-dirigieron principalmente a
Filipinas (donde no habia) Camelias pero
también estuvieron los misioneros en Japdn,
aunque solamente unos afios.

- Al principio del siglo XVII llegd al Japdn la
. Compania Holandesa de *‘las Indias Orientales”
¢ hizo un tratado con el gobierno japonés, por el
cual se les permitia el comercio desde una isla de
la bahia de Nagasaki. Mantuvieron el monopolio
del comercio con Europa hasta 1853.

La Compaifiia Inglesa de las “‘Indias
Orientales” establecid puertos comereiales en las
costas de China poco después de los portugueses,
y poco a. poco todo el comercio de China con
Europa fué llevado a cabo por barcos ingleses.

El naturalista Linneo llegd a escribir que “si
los ingleses no eran capaces de traer la planta del
té viva a-Europa, nunca se haria”. Hay que tener
en cuenta la dificultad del viaje de vuelta, puesto
que debido a los vientos Morizones, solo se podla
navegar an los meses finales del afio y asie viaje
duraba de cinco y medio a siete meses.

Las primeras descripciones de Camelias
hechas por europeos, lo fueron principalmente
por doctores en medicina, pues en aquella época,
siglo XVII y XVIII, se buscaban -especialmente
las propiedades curativas de las plantas.

El holandés Andrew Cleyer en 1689, el inglés
James Cunningham, en 1700, el aleman
Engelbert Kaempfer en 1712 describieron
Camelias. ]

Karl Thunberg que fué profesor de medicina
en Upsala, habia visitado Japon en 1775 y
publico la primera descripcion de la Camellia
sasanqua en 1784,

Como ya dije no se sabe donde ni cuando

llegaron: las primeras Camelias a Europa.

En 1689 Joseph Tournefort visitd Lisboa y
describio “un laurel cerezo africano con frutos
‘solitarios y hojas gruesas serradas y brillantes”.
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Quizas ‘‘africano’. significaba extranjéro o
proviniente de la ruta de Africa, que era la usada
para ir a las Indias Orientales. Aunque la
descripcibn se acomoda a la Camelia, al no
hablar de la flor no hay pruebas de que lo fuera.

Muy conocido-es el dibujo de 1749 de un
pajaro sobre na planta de Camelia japonica que
tenfa' Lord Petre en Inglaterra. La muerte de
Lord Petre sobrevino en 1742 y su jardinero
James Gordon comenzd con un vivero y tuvo la
planta de C. japonica que le sirvid para
reproducciones.

Durante ests siglo XVIII se siguié intentando
cultivar -la planta del t&¢ en Europa, pero al
parecer ninguna sobrevivio a los cuidados de
invernadero caliente que se le daban.

Finalizando el siglo XVIII la navegacion se’
hizo mejor y el largo viaje desde Oriente se redujo
y las primeras plantas.de C. japonica que
sobrevivian se tenian en lnvernadero en vez de en
estufa caliente.

La primera llegada de C. japbnica de fecha
conocida fue en 1792 cuando se trajeron de la
China una ‘Alba Plena’ y una ‘Variegata’ para
uno de los directores de la Compaiiia inglesa de
las “Indias Orientales”, a la que antes nos hemos
referido.

A partir de entonces, en los 20 afios 51gu1entes,
llegaron a Europa muchos cultivares y variedades
de C. japoénica dobles, y en 1820 el Capitan
Richard Rawes trajo una Camelia reticulata de la
China para su cufiado, Tomas Palmer.

Los japonesee no dejaben exportar

- documentos ni plantas, y el primer envio de

plantas con documentacidén conocida, desde ese
pais, fué el que hizo al final de 1829 el Dr Philipp
von Siebold, cuando fué expulsado del Japon por
espia.

Existen documentos que muestran los
primeros cultivares de C. japonica que fueron
enviados a Francia y Bélgica en 1808 y a.Portugal
entre 1808 y 1810. QOdriozola nos cita.en sus
trabajos la fecha de 1845 y 1848 como la primera
en que se registra la planta de Camelia en Galicia
en las observaciones de Miguel Colmeiro. Ya en
1855 en un catdlogo de horticultura de plantas
que se vendian en la propiedad de D. José¢ Ma
Serra en Sarria Barcelona, estaban a la venta casi
unas 240 variedades, lo que nos indica lo
extendidb de su cultivo en esta época en Espafia.

No quiere decir que las Camelias mas antiguas
en Espafia tengan 135 arfios, sino que atn no
hemos encontrado documentacion anterior que
pruebe la con toda certeza mayor antiguedad.

Desde 1820 se han introducido en Europa
muchas otras especies, y en la actualidad se
hacen cruces no solo en la ‘misma especie sino

Continued on page 59 .



THE NUCCIOS TAKE IN THE
AUSTRALIAN SCENE

Bonnie and Julius Nuccio really absorbed the
Australian atmosphere when they found time to
leave the Altadena nursery in 1980 to journey
“down under”. They enjoyed an amazing spread
and variety of the Australian scene in a few
weeks, as far North as the Great Barrier Reef off
the Queensland coast and as far South as
Melbourne. Between these extremes they fitted in
much, including some time in Sydney and then
on to Albury for the National Camellia Show and
annual Australian Camellia Research Society
get-together.

Among the many places visited in Sydney, they
had a day with Eric Utick, the curator, at the
E. G. Waterhouse National Camellia Garden.
Pictured here we see Bonnie and Julius at the
National Garden.

Julius was most impressed with the progress
made at the E. G. Waterhouse Garden since it
was first planned twelve years ago. He was
agreeably surprised at the maturity of most of the
extensive camellia plantations, particularly in
view of the difficulties which are inherent in a

Bonnie with the waters of Yowie Bay in the background.

® Julius el Bonnie Nuccio visitent I'Australie

® Julius e Bonnie Nuccio prendodo in considerazione la scena
Australiana

® Julio y Bonnie Nuccio en la escena Australiana

bayside environment. (ICS Journal No. 11 of
October 1979 includes, on page 42, a brief survey
by Mr Utick of the first ten years of this fine
garden.)

Julius’ quick eye observed seed on a plant of
Tutcheria spectabilis. This does not occur in the
United States and Eric collected seed for Julius.
Eric has since had word that a satisfactory
germination has been obtained with this seed at
the Altadena nursery.

Eric Utick was amazed at Julius’ knowledge
and understanding of the Australian native flora
which he saw, first at the National Garden and
then when Eric took him on to the Royal National
Park, a few miles away. As they travelled along
the coastal routes between the Waterhouse
Garden and the National Park it also became
evident to Eric that Julius, the all-rounder, was
equally well informed in the piscatorial arts. Eric
is a keen fisherman in the waters in and around
Yowie Bay and he realised very quickly that his
guest was very knowledgeable in the mysteries
which only the experienced angler can
understand.

Julius making a happy aquaintance
with a young kangaroo.

Continued from page 58
entre distintas. Dentro de la especie C. japénica,
existen nombrados varios miles de variedades.

Hace muy pocos afios (dos o tres) ya se cultiva
fuera de China la Camelia chrisanta, primera
camelia amarilla, de la que se espera un gran
porvenir para hibridaciones, con ella se esperan
conseguir los tonos de color naranja asi como ya
se han conseguido las camelias olorosas. Hoy
tenemos el Honor de tener presente entre
nosotros, uno de los privilegiados cultivadores de
esta Camelia amarilla, Mr Savige Australiano
Presidente de la Asociacion Internacional de la

Camelia y que gracias a su entusiasmo, y al
trabajo del Comité dirigido por &l, y cuya reunién
tendra lugar esta tarde en Santiago, ha sido
posible el celebrar con tanta ilusion, entusiasmo
y orgullo este acto, en el que se da espaldarazo
internacional al trabajo continuo de las tres
Ciudades que han venido organizando estos
concursos y exposiciones a lo largo de 17 afios, asi
como la destacada labor de la Excma.
Diputacion de Pontevedra que ha venido
publicando con tanta brillantez los trabajos e
investigaciones que sobre esta planta se han
realizado en Espaiia.
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UNITED KINGDOM

Lady Anne Cowdray of Broadlees, Devizes,
Wiltshire, was elected a Director for the Society’s
U. K. Region at the end of 1980, succeeding Dr
James Smart who stood down after many years
valuable service.

Lady Anne's childhood home had a large
garden situated in a beautiful park in
Shropshire. In these surroundings she soon
developed an interest in plants but, in contrast to
the spacious garden, she recalls that it was
miniature plants and alpines in stone troughs
which first claimed her attention. From these
beginnings she graduated to her present home
and garden in Wiltshire where she has been for
the last thirty years. She says: ‘““The bones of this
garden were there — a small but steep sided dell
on greensand — but apart from rhododendrons
and a canopy of large trees, I have planted every
other plant, both in the dell and in other parts of
the garden”.

Our new Director joined the I.C.S. at its
inception “to acquire some knowledge” and has
been a regular and active worker in the U.K.
Regional group ever since then. It is from the
regular tours of this group and *‘clever garden
friends” that she has gained much of her
practical understanding of gardening and
camellias. Lady Anne has also been a member of
the International Dendrology Society, of which
her uncle Lord Digby was a founder, for fourteen

years,

THE SOCIETY’S

SPAIN — PORTUGAL

The successor to the Marques de Figueroa as
Director for Spain and Portugal is D. Juan
Armada Diez de Rivera, who is an agronomist in
Santiago de Compostela. From his early
childhood he spent some of his school holidays
from Madrid at the estate of his grandfather at
Santa Cruz de Rivadulla. This is one of the most
interesting gardens in Spain with enormous
magnolias, over 300 different cultivars of
Camellia japonica and many other fine trees and
shrubs, most planted in the last century, some
earlier. Since he came to work in Santiago, he
has spent much of his spare time naming the
camellia cultivars there. For some months he
worked in the various departments of the garden
of the Royal Horticultural Society, Wisley,
Surrey.

Much of the organisation of the I.C.S. visit to
Galicia this year devolved on him owing to the
illness of the Marques de Figueroa, and its
success was a great credit to him and his cousin,
D. Juan Gil Careaga. The delegates also had the
pleasure of meeting his wife, Da. Maria,
daughter of the Conde de Espana who is the
owner of another famous garden, Defla, on the
other side of Spain in the Balearic Islands. They
have three sons. R. G.

D. Juan Armada’s photograph appears on the
front cover of this Journal

Editor’s appreciation: Ever since its inception the
I.C.S. has been fortunate in having one of its
greatest stalwarts resident in Spain. I refer to
Mr Robert Gimson, whose advice and assistance
is always readily available. Currently I am
grateful for his immediate response to my request
for the above biographical notes on D. Juan
Armada and for his valedictory for the late
Marques de Figueroa, on page 76. JLE.A.

Robert Gimson



NEW DIRECTORS

AMERICA

Philip Ireland, who was recently elected as an
1.C.S. director for the United States, comes
naturally to an interest in international camellia
affairs for, in addition to having been a long-time
camellia lover and grower, he has had a double
career in international affairs as an academic and
as a diplomat. He first taught at the American
University of Beirut. After degrees at Oxford,
where both Marjorie and he studied, and at the
London School of Economics, where he took his
doctorate, he was on the political science faculty
at Harvard for five years before going on to the
Unijversity of Chicago.

Following nearly a quarter of century of service
in the U.S. Department of State and in the
American Foreign Service, he became Professor
of International Relations and Diplomacy at the
Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced
International Studies at Bologna, Italy. His most
recent book, in 1978, was concerned with 19th
century China; his three earlier books were on
various problems of the Middle East.

As a Foreign Service Officer, he served at U.S.
Missions in Cairo, Baghdad, Greece and Syria,
in addition to service in the Department of State.
He was also assigned as a Foreign Service
representative to the National War College.

Marjorie and Philip began growing camellias
in their Washington home in the early 50s. They
have also attended I.C.S. Congresses in
Australia, Nantes, Perry and Kyoto. Philip is also
a State Director of the American Camellia
Society, Chairman of its Horticulture
Committee. For the past ten years he has been
editor of the NEWSLETTER of the Camellia
Society of the Potomac Valley.

® Les nouveaux directeurs de la societé
® La Societa. . .i nuovi direttori
® Los nuevos directores de la sociedad

OTHER REGIONS

Mme Ghislaine Loos became a Director of the
Society in December 1980, representing that part
of the membership designated ‘‘Other Regions”.
Her home and garden are in Brussels, Belgium,
and although camellias, her beloved Tsubaki, are
obviously closest to her heart, her accomplish-
ments as a plantswoman cover a much wider
spectrum. Her interests include azaleas, cactus
(she is President of the Belgian Cactus Society
and has a considerable collection), bonsai, and
floral art.

Founder of the Belgium Camellia Society,
Mme Loos has been a member and exhibitor of
the Royal Linneenne et de Flore Society for
twenty-five years. This Society, established for
more than three hundred years, enjoys the
patronage of King Baudouin of Belgium. Mme
Loos was honoured by the King with the special
agriculture decoration, being only the second
lady to be so honoured. The Royal Linneenne et
de Flore also engraved and presented her with its
medal in recognition of her twenty-five years’
service.

A lecturer of some note on horticultural and
floral subjects, Mme Loos has confounded many
authoritative critics who declared that camellias
would not survive in the extreme cold of Brussels.
Her collection of more than eighty plants (see
1.C.S. Journal of October 1978 pp 11-14) testifies
to her success in proving the text books and the
experts to be wrong.

This lady, born as she says “‘with a camellia in
my heart”, will bring drive and enthusiasm to our
Society’s affairs.




ADDITIONAL DIRECTOR
AUSTRALIAN REGION

At the 1981 meeting of the Society’s Directors
at Santiago de Compostella it was decided to
increase the Board by the election of an
additional Director for the Australian Region
which had attained the largest Regional
membership. Ray Garling of Mt Waverley,
Victoria, was elected to the newly created
position.

Mr Garling is currently President of the
Victoria Branch of the Australian Camellia
Research Society. With wife Jan and daughter
Wendy (both of whom attended the 1978 —

Perry and 1980 — Kyoto international
congresses) the Garlings form a notable
“camellia family” — tireless workers for the

societies and highly successful perfectionists as
growers and exhibitors.

Jan and Ray joined the A.C.R.S. in the mid-
nineteen sixties and the 1.C.S. a few years later.
Ray has been Show Manager for the Victoria
Branch for ten years. The Branch honoured him
and Jan, jointly, with the Merrillees Gold Medal
for service to camellias. They are key members of
the Waverley Garden Club (what a club! it has
1000 members) of which Ray is a life member.

A man possessed of such energies will be a
valuable addition to the Board. Ray's business
responsibilities are in the Australian wool-buying
trade. These responsibilities have so far,
restricted his opportunities to join in the
international congresses but he looks forward to
the time when he can devote all his time to his
beloved horticulture and camellias.

AMERICAN REGION APPOINTS
NEW MEMBERSHIP
REPRESENTATIVE

After several years of valuable service to the
society Caryll Pitkin asked to be relieved from
the position of Membership Representative for
the American Region. The I[.C.S. is most
fortunate that the Region was able to nominate
one of its best known members, Thomas Perkins
II1, to replace Caryll.

Thomas comes from the State of Mississippi.
He and his brother are of a family which has for
generations been the supplier of fine furniture to
the charming town of Brookhaven. He has been
one of the pillars of the Brookhaven Camellia
Society for many years and at the same time a
most active member of the American Camellia
Society.

Thomas Perkins and his close friend, Ferdi-
nand F. (‘'Boozie’”) Becker II, are well known in
almost every country where camellias are grown,
having visited most of them more than once.

Overseas visitors to Mississippi would all know
the beautiful home and garden of Thomas. As
well as being an extensive collector of camellias
he has been a most discerning one. His collection
of Higos is of world repute.

Messrs Becker and Perkins are both strong
and successful exhibitors of camellias at many of
the shows staged in the U.S.

Thomas Perkins’ enthusiasm and his business-
like methods ensure that he will carry on the
work of his predecessors in the Membership rep-
resentation with distinction. He has already
introduced inovations which will facilitate the
drive which he is developing to expand the
society’s membership in the generous American
Region which offers us so much opportunity.




LC.S. Congress, Jersey, March 1981

TSUBAKI — THROUGH THE EYES
OF A SOUTHERN LADY

® Tsubaki, a travers les yeux d'une dame du sud des Etats-
Unis

® Tsubaki visto attraverso gli occhi di una signora statunitese

® Tsubaki atraves de los ojos de una dama del sur

VIOLET MAY STONE
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, USA

You must be wondering how a lady from the
southern part of America became interested in
Tsubaki (camellias) of Japan. This interest first
began with my mentors who were trying to teach
me to identify camellias by their foliage.

In 1970 when I was at Kerume Experimental
Station in Japan we were shown a group of
American camellias. At a turn in the pathway I
spotted foliage which was entirely different from
any I had ever seen. It turned out to be the
‘Kujaku’ (Peacock) camellia. When in Niigata I
was fortunate enough to secure a tiny rooted
cutting and this began the first of my collection.
Upon further inquiry I was told there were
originally over 80 of these Kawari-ba camellias,
but no one seemed to know where the entire
collection could be found, nor if all were still in
existence.

In my search for knowledge I wrote Mr Andoh
for information about two pages I had seen in his
book. He informed me that these pages were
copied from a book published in 1829. He gave
most generously of his time in listing these for me
in English. This piqued my interest and I began
to delve into this particular field. Then I came
upon the ‘Kingyo’ (or ‘Fishtail’ group) and found
a full double to almost anemone form growing in
New Zealand. Then there is the ‘Benten’ (or
‘Angel’) group with the white edge. Also found
the Sasanqua ‘Niju Benten’ which has tricolour
foliage, the only one of this type I have ever
found. In finding these I discovered the
‘Nokogiriba’ (or sawtooth) group and that the
‘Kujaku’ had two distinct sizes of foliage.

Then came the ‘Sakura-Ba’ (or cherry leaf)
group of which we now have five different forms
of blossoms. Then came the ‘Sakazuki-ba’ ( or
wine cup leaves) and also the drawn or distorted
‘Ikkyu’.

In delving into this group of most interesting
and unusual camellias I ran into a stumbling
block. First of all I cannot read Japanese.
Confucius said ‘“‘one picture is better than a
thousand words.” 1 began over five years ago to
study some of the most fascinating books on
camellias. In so doing, I began a 3" X 5" card
file. Hundreds upon hundreds of these cards now
fill file drawers. Slowly and laboriously 1 began
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examining, then comparing these cards and to
my utter amazement I found that there were
several species with identical names. In the
meantime some of the plants 1 had grafted
started to bloom and lo and behold there were
two ‘Hagoromo’ which were entirely different,
one a Higo and the other Japonica; also ‘Haku
Tsuru’, Japonica and Higo. ‘Mine-No-Yuki’,
Sasanqua and Japonica. To the best of my ability
I am in the process of tying these together. There
were Japonicas, Higos, Sasanquas, Rusticanas
with identical names, but to date I have not
found a thread tying all four of these together
with one common name. Just how do we go about
correcting or understanding this?

Last spring on Oshima Island we were shown
two rather new, discoveries of the Kawari-ba
group. One is distinctly a rounded ball type leaf
and the other appeared to have streaks of silver
on elongated foliage. I hope someday soon to
have these to add to my collection.

It is sad to say that in our country many
camellia growers want only dishpan size blooms
for show flowers. The appreciation of this
striking foliage, the sheer beauty and the utter
simplicity of the blooms is entirely lost to them.

Perhaps I am selfish in my love and
appreciation of these plants, but they are a sheer
joy to me and brought many happy hours into my
life. For the sake of future generations of
camellia lovers who might see in these the beauty
I have found, it has become my goal eventually to

~have as complete a listing as possible of the

Japanese camellias put into alphabetical order in
English.

At Christmas a year ago I received a gift which
was certainly a gift of love. A young friend, Mr
Fuzii, from Niigata Prefecture sent me a zeroxed
copy of the 1829 book of Kawari-ba. He even
went so far as to sketch each leaf on a separate
slip of paper and translate into English its
Japanese name. These slips were put between the
double fold pages of the book. It is staggering to

Continued on page 64
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L.C.S. Congress, Rotorua, N.Z. 1979

THE CAMELLIAS OF DR SACCO

® Les Camelias de Dr Sacco
® Las Camelias del Dr Sacco

DR ANTONIO SEVES],

Milan. ltaly

Even if the interest in camellias is increasing
more and more in Italy, the obtaining of new
cultivars does not interest camellia growers in
spite of all the efforts made to encourage them.
Let us hope for the future. In comparison with
what has been done by Australian, American,
and New Zealand growers, we still are, to use a
racing term, at the starting point.

We take comfort in the fact that at the begin-
ning of the 19th century we were among the first
and most important camellia growers in the
Western World. In the A.C.S. Yearbook of 1972
I wrote the biography of Dott. Luigi Sacco who
grew camellias in Milan, from the eighteenth
century till the time of his death on 26th
December, 1836. We know that his greenhouse
contained 12,000 plants of camellias. Some of
them, 25 very high, cultivated in full ground; 50
also very high, cultivated in containers; 2,000 of
medium height cultivated in full ground and so
on. Dr Sacco’s greenhouses were approximately
6 m high, 9 m wide and the largest was 28 m
long.

These short notes on Dr Sacco can introduce
the discovery made by Prof. Mario Schiavone,
Director of the Library of the Museum of Natural
Sciences in Milan. Putting in order the books of
the above library, some years ago, Prof.
Schiavone found a cover inscribed “‘Camellias’.
When he opened it he found 60 watercolours of
which 59 represented flowers of camellias and
one a flower of rose. One manuscript included
the note *“Album of n°60 coloured sheets that Mr
Luigi Sacco, one of the first who cultivated
camellias in Italy, had made by miniaturists
copying them very carefully as well as they

bloomed. Album given to the Civic Museum in
January 1902 by Mr Agostino Ronchetti’.

There followed a list of camellias we shall be
referring to later on. This list had evidently been
written by somebody in charge in the section
when he received the album and therefore the
names indicated for each flower had been written
after 1902, taking them from the watercolours.
The names on the sheets are now read with
difficulty or it is impossible to read them.

The paper used was manufactured by the
English firm J. Whatman-Turkey and shows the
date, in watermark, of 1830 and 1832. We can,
therefore, assume that the watercolours were
made about 1832-1834. These watercolours can
be extremely useful to recover the nomenclature
of old camellias. It would take too long to illus-
trate the method followed to determine the exact
name of each camellia. Most of them had origin
in Dr Sacco’s greenhouses.

It is curious to note that these watercolours
sometimes are reproduced with identical outline
two or three times but in slightly different
colours, probably because he who ordered them
was not satisfied with the exactness of the
colours. Consequently the camellias represented
in reality number 45. We assume the following
names to be exactly correct (enclosed in brackets
are the names found on the “Monographie du
Genre Camellia” by Berlese, when the name on
the watercolour is different; the number

TSUBAKI — THROUGH THE EYES OF A
SOUTHERN LADY
Continued from page 63

the mind to think of the many hours consumed
by this work. He even travelled half way across
Japan last March to come to Kyoto and bring
some more of his work on Kawari-ba. He and the
Tarumotos took my daughter and me to dinner.
I realise this is a Congress for those interested
in scientific work with the genus Camellia, but
there are some among us who truly love these
blooms for their sheer beauty and delight.
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Above all else, during my search for knowledge
and collecting these fascinating plants I have
made some of the most kind and wonderful
friends in Japan. Just to mention a few more
among them; Dr and Mrs Ueda, Mr Nagata of
Nagoya, Dr Hagiya and his family from Niigata,
also Mr Ohta of Matsuhashi. There are
numerous others whom I count among my
friends.

Who can look into the faces of the Higo, with
its heavy petals and masses of flared stamens and
enjoy their simple beauty and ever doubt their
creator?



preceding the name is the number indicated on
the tables and on the list concerning to the
watercolours):

3 spatullata (spatulata)

5 mexicana

12 Dalia flora o gner (daliaflora ignen)

14 squammosa (squamosa)

15 conchiflora minima (conchiflora nova)

19 Bel Roset

2S5 cocinea grade (coccinea)

40 ferdinandea

4] fasciculata nuova nuovissima (fasciculata
nuovissima)

43 Magnifica (magnifica rubra)

S1 ravesianna (rawsiana)

52 richildei (richeldei)

54 cariofiloflora (cariophylleeflora)

S9 Elen (Hélen)

Thus we have 14 camellias represented on the
sheets whose names are practically exact. For the
other 31 it is necessary to get deeper into the
matter in order to give a judgement on the name
combined with the watercolours. For the moment
we can add that in all probability the names of
the following camellias are exact:

9 pictorom coccinea (pictorum coccinea)
39 fasciculata nova
47 Paolina
34 rotondiflora
48 composita
42 felicita
47 adorabile
35 superbissima
S5 Maria Elisabetta Finzi
22 nova
75 viola o Jacinto odorata.

These added to the previous 14 make 25
camellias that have an exact name or nearly
exact. Now we must look for the other 20 that still
are without a name. We do hope to find some

‘Cariofiloflora’

plants of these old varieties in order to propagate
them.

The watercolours are still under consideration
and all the novelties we find will be the object of
new information.

Dr Sevesi added that he would welcome
further enquiries on his topic.

LE CAMELIE DEL DOTT. SACCO

Sebbene I'interesse per le camelie e in Italia in
continuo aumento i floricultori non cercano di
ottenere nuove cultivar nonostante gli sforzi fatti
per spingerli su questa strada: speriamo per il
futuro.

A confronto con quanto e stato fatto dagli
Australiani, Americani, Neozelandesi, noi siamo
ancora, per usare un termine ippico, al punto di
partenza.

Ci conforta il fatto che siamo stati fra i primie
piu importanti coltivatori di camelie, al principio
del 19° secolo, nel mondo occidentale.

Sull’Yearbook del 1972 della A.C.S. io scrissi
la biografia del dott. Luigi Sacco che coltivava
camelie in Milano, dalla fine del 1700 al
momento della sua morte avvenuta il 26
dicembre 1836. Sappiamo che le sue serre
contenevano 12000 piante di camelie, tra le
quali, 25, molto alte coltivate in piena terra, S0
pure molto alte coltivate in vaso, 2000 di media
altezza coltivate in piena terra e cosi via.

Le serre del dott. Sacco erano approsi-
mativamente alte 6 mt., larghe 9 mt., la piu
lunga era di 28 mt.

Queste brevi note sul dott. Sacco sono scritte
per presentare la scoperta fatta dal Prof. Mario
Schiavone, Direttore della Biblioteca del Museo
di Scienze Naturali di Milano.

Mettendo in ordine questa Biblioteca, alcuni
anni or sono, il Prof. Schiavone trovo una cartella
con la seguente scritta ‘‘Camelie”. Apertala,
trovo 60 acquerelli di cui 59 rappresentavano
fiori di camelia e una un fiore di rosa. Su un
manoscritto incluso vi era la seguente nota:
“Album di 60 tavole colorate che il sig. Luigi
Sacco, uno dei primi che coltivo le camelie in
Italia, faceva eseguire da miniatori copiandole
diligentemente man mano che fiorivano. Album
donato al Museo Civico nel gennaio 1908 dal rag.
Agostino Ronchetti”.
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Questo era seguito da un elenco di camelie di
cui tratteremo qui di seguito.

Questo elenco e stato evidentemente stilato da
qualche incaricato della sezione quando venne
ricevuto I'album e, quindi, i nomi indicati per
ogni fiore sono stati scritti dopo il 1902,
ricavandoli dagli acquerelli.

I nomi sulle tavole o si leggono con difficolta o
e impossible leggerli.

La carta usata venne fabbricata in Inghilterra
dalla ditta Cartiere J. Whatman — Turkey e
porta la data in filigrana di 1830 e 1832.
Pensiamo quindi che gli acquerelli vennero
eseguiti nel 1832-1834.

Questi acquerelli possono essere molto utili al
fine di recuperare la nomenclatura delle vecchie
camelie.

Sarebbe troppo lungo illustrare il metodo
seguito per determinare il nome esatto di ogni
camelia. Molte di esse ebbero origine nelle serre
del dott. Sacco.

E’ curioso notare come questi acquerelli,
alcune volte, sono riprodotti con I'identico
contorno due o tre volte, ma con leggere
differenze di colore. Probabilmente perche chi li
ordinava non era soddisfatto della esattezza dei
colori. In tal modo le camelie rapresentate sono
in realta 4S.

Ritemamo esatti i seguenti nomi (chiusi fra le
parentesi sono indicati i nomi trovati sulla
*“Monographie du Genre Camellia” del Berlese,
quando detti nomi sono diversi, il numero che
preiede il nome e il numero indicato sulle tavole e
sull’elenco relativo agli acquerel li):

3 spatullata (spatulata)

S mexicana

12 Dalia flora o gner (daliaflora ignea)
14 squammosa (squamosa)

1S conchiflora minima (conchiflora nova)
19 Bel Roset

25 cocinea grande (coccinea)

40 ferdinandea

41 fasciculata nuova nuovissima (fasciculata
nuovissima)

43 Magnifica (magnifica tubra)

51 ravesiana (rawsiana)

52 richildei (richeldei)

54 cariofiloflora (cariophyloeflora)

59 Elen (Helene)

Si hanno quindi 14 camelie, rappresentate
sulle tavole, il cui nome € praticamente esatto.
Per le altre 31 sara necessario approfondire lo
studio per poter dare un giudizio sul nome
abbinato all’acquerello.

Allo stato attuale di questo studio possiamo
aggiungere che con probabilita & esatto il nome-
delle seguenti camelie:

9 pictorom coccinea (pictorum coccinea)
39 fasciculata nova

47 paolina

34 rotondiflora

48 composita

42 felicita

47 adorabile

35 superbissima

S5 Maria Elisabetta Finzi
22 nova

75 viola o Jacinto odorata

Queste, aggiunte alle precedenti, fanno 25
camelie che hanno un nome certo o quasi certo.
Si tratta ora di cercarlo per le altre 20 che ancora
sono senza nome. Ci auguriamo di poter
rintracciare alcune piante di queste vecchie
varieta, in modo da poterle propagare.

Le tavole in oggetto sono tuft'ora in fase di
studio e ci0 che troveremo sara oggetto di
ulteriori comunicazioni.

Se qualcuno desidera maggiori dettagli su
quanto ho brevemente esposto, saro ben lieto di
fornire tutti i possibili dettagli.

‘Pictorum coccinea’
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1981 I.C. S CONFERENCE IN
-JERSEY

LADY ANNE COWDRAY, JOHN TOOBY and
CICELY PERRING

On the morning of Tuesday, March 31st, we
flew to Jersey and joined the small band of busy
workers led by Mrs V. Lort Phillips, ICS Director
and Organiser 'of this Conference, who were
dealing: with last minute details. By the evening
all delegates,about 120, had arrived, although
the Australian and New Zealand contingent,
numbering nearly 40, had great difficulty in
getting over from France owing to fog. However
they did manage to arrive in time for the
" welcoming cocktail party hosted by Jersey
Tourism. Unfortunately the equipment for the
translations of the various papers had the same

difficulty with fog and only managed to get over

the next morning. Owing to this the first paper
on the Wednesday mornlng was delayed.

'So after the Conference was opened by Senator
R. R. Jeune, who gave us a very interesting short
talk on Jersey history and how the island is
governed, 'we adjourned to- visit the Howard
Davis Park run by the States of Jersey. This Park
was presented to the States of Jersey by Mr.and
Mrs Davis as a memorial to their son who was
killed in the 1914-18 ‘war. Messrs Treseder
supplied a- “small collection’ of camellias
originally, others coming from.stock from
Samares Manor and other gardens. The first
thing you notice on entering is the amazing
expanse of bedding-out plants — tulips,
hyacinths, wallflowers, ‘polyanthus, forget-me-
nots — you name it, they have it. It was very
colourful. Around the park behind these beds
Sophora tetraptera, Drimys winteri, Pittosporum
tenuifolium and a large camellia, ‘Lady de
Saumarez’, were flowering well, and a Paulownia
at the entrance was covered with promising
flower buds — and not a weed to be seen in the
whole garden! L

" We then returned to the leo Room for the
first two Papers:

After lunch in the hotel we boarded the four

coaches and set off for Government House where
we were greeted by the Governor, Sir Peter
Whiteley, and his Lady. An outstanding plant of
. Ceanothus ‘Trewithen Blue’ greetéd us on arrival
but camellias were not much in evidence: The
garden has a lovely lie of land with a beautiful
VleW .
. We then went to the garden next door —
Steephill . — the home of Mr and Mrs T.
Shepherd-Cross. A lovely garden with some good
plants. Young plants of .camellia ‘Elsie Jury’,

o Le¢ Congres International commence en Espogne et finit d
Jersey

® [l congresso internazionale comincia in Spagna e finisce nel
Jersey

o Congreso Internacional en Espafia concluyendo en Jersey

‘Debbie” and ‘Anticipation’ were flowering well,
as was Ceanothus impressus- and Clianthus
puniceus on a wall. A lovely plant of Daphne
ponticum with its green flowers puzzled many of
us until Mr Trehane gave us its name. Following
a steep path we came to an attractive water
garden, overshadowed by large flowering
Mimosas and some good: Ilex trees. A hedge of
Callistemon was an interesting sight — they had
obviously flowered well last year. Camellia
‘Guilio Nuccio’ caused interest and Clematis
cirrhosa balearica on the wall, as did a charming
fern-covered grotto at the back of the
conservatory.

We then returned to the Lido for the 3rd and
4th Papers.

The. following mornmg we had the remaining
four Papers.

" After lunch we departed for Les Vaux, home of
Lady Guthrie. A fascinating garden created by
the owner and her late husband. A small valley
with plants of all sorts — camellias, rhododen- .
drons, azaleas, pieris — growing happily up the
steep sides, with slabs of rocks showing at
intervals,  demonstrating how difficult it must
have been to have succeeded in making them
look so happy. A charming temple at the highest
point overlooks the pool below and from there a
stream runs all the way down the centre of the
garden. At the entrance a ‘Pigmy’ Pinetum
borders the drive with a mixed shrub boerder on
the other side. On leaving, a camellia plant was
presented to Lady Guthrie.

The next visit was to Rosel Manor, home of
Brigadier .and Mrs Lempriere-Robin. A lovely
garden with some magnificent magnolias which
originally came from Cornwall. The owners are
related to the Bolithos who own the beautiful
garden of Trengwainton, near -Penzance, and
many of the magnolias came from there.

The present manor was built in 1770 by
Charles Lempriere, the turrets and ‘Roman
cement being added in 1820. The original manor
house was behind the chapel and- all that now
remains is the arch into the farmyard, The chapel
itself dates from the 12th Century.

The gardens run down a lovely south facing
valley from the chapel with pools running one -
into another. Rhododendrons, camellias and
other good plants abound, among them Meta-
sequoia glyptostroides, Embothrium coccineum,
Drimys winteri, and a Taxodium distichum over
100 years old and possibly one of the largest in
the British Isles.

67 -





