


BAMELLIAS BROUGHT FRUM JAPAN TU PURTUGAL IN
1542

° Came’liés Apportés Du Japon Au Portugal En 1542
® Camelie Portate Nel 1542 Dal Giappone Al Portogallo
e Camelias Traidas Del Japon A Portgual En 1542

Mrs Julian W. Hill, of Wilmington, Delaware, USA brings to us a story about the old
Camellias at Oporto.

“In late February and early March 1967 we motored through Portugal for two weeks to

“see the Camellias in bloom. South of Lisbon the environment is not suitable for Camellia grow-

ing but near Sintra in steep hillside gardens we saw some beautiful plants, already many years

old. North of Lisbon wherever there was a garden there were Camellias, tall, bushy and luxurious,
Our last stop was at Oporto and by all odds it was the most spec,tacular

“Miss Muriel Tait was the only ICS member listed for Portugal, so I took the liberty of
writing to her. Her graciousness and the time she devoted to us (a full day) made it possible for

us to see the superb Camellia plants including three which were four hundred years old.

These were at the Vila Nova de Gaia, the home of the Conde and Condessa de Campo Bello.
Ownership of this property has passed down directly from Prince Henry “The Navigator”, who
first succeeded in sailing a European vessel around Africa and India, making landfall in Japan in
1542. At that time the estate was still in the open countryside. On the return journey from
Japan six seedling Camellia japonica plants were brought to Oporto, two to the city (these are
now gone) and four to the estate. One of the latter group died. '

“The largest branch on any of the three old trees extended 27 feet despite pruning. The
height of the group was about 35 feet, making a solid mass of glossy foliage above our heads.
The .Condessa told us that every few days fallen flowers are swept up. Then a new Persian
carpet of blooms falls again, the whole display lasting several weeks. Since Father Kamel, for
whom the genus is named, was not born until a hundred years or more after Prince Henry’s
voyage, the Condessa said that members of the family always refer to the trees as “japonicas”
and not “Camellias”. Walking under the massive old trees and hearlng their story was a marvel—
lous climax to our Camellia trip to Portugal.””
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from page 51
Mrs Hill also mentioned —

® The Jardin Botanico at Oporto where the Camellias were of the same kinds as those in Miss
Tait’s garden. This suggests that some may have originated many years ago from scions
from the plants which are more than four hundred years old. Mrs. Hill says that in the
Jardin Botanico three hedges of Camellias, 12 feet high, surround small “garden rooms”
and that even in Oporto the best flowers were found deep in the bushes tucked safely away
from harm.

® a children’s village or park near the university town of Coimbra where the Camellias had
been the subject of the topiarist’s art, illustrating the patience and skill of the Portuguese
gardeners, as well as their imagination and artistry.

® the home of Dona Virginie Machado, which had been in the family of the Dona’s husband
for a hundred years, and where she saw, in the chicken yard, a row of Camellias carefully
pruned to shape! On the garden side of this house there was a formal parterre garden
leading to three “Camellia houses”. These were formed by different coloured clones of
C. japonica and provided shady walks and resting places with short formal passages
between. There was a fountain in one, a table and chairs in another.

® g rather bare winery where there was a fine Camellia tree in a prominent position. It must
have been treasured and guarded there for many years.
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“Camellia house”

Topiary at Children’s Village

CAMELLIAS ON AN ISLAND IN THE ATLANTIC OCEAN NEAR CAPE COD

® Camelias Sur Une [le De L'Océan Atlantique A Coté Du Cap Cod
@ Camelie Su Una Isola Nell'Oceano Atlantico Presso Capo Cod
@ Camelias En Una Isla En El Oceano Atlantico Cerca Del Cabo Cod

Mrs Hill’s comments on her own garden are interesting:—

“My Camellias grow in Massachusetts, on Martha’s Vineyard, an island of 100 square miles
in the Atlantic Ocean, just South of Cape Cod.

I grow C. oleifera (1), C. sasanqua (1), C. saluenensis, and C. japonica; also a few hybrids of
the latter two. Most of my plants are from seed, including some from the Northernmost stands
in Japan. Some are on test from the US Arboretum. Very few named cultivars have survived.

Last winter several of my Camellias bloomed above snow line and, after minus 10 degrees
and minus 4 degrees (two different locations) of frost, the literature on cold hardiness of flower
buds will have to be rewritten!”
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